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Dear LAM friends and partners, 

I have just come back from spending an afternoon with Pastors 

Adilson and Roberta in Retiro, “Salt of the Earth” Community 

Project and seen the need that there is for volunteers.  Some of 

the projects that have been started by Adilson and Roberta, 

with volunteer helpers have had to be abandoned, because the 

volunteers either lost interest, or didn’t feel the same commit-

ment and it is just not possible to pay a wage to every helper.   

                

It seems that even though it is extremely important from a bib-

lical point of view, social action, or practical caring for others 

doesn’t receive much attention in our churches and the 

“impression” that is given is that reaching out to Society in 

such a way is on a lower scale of importance in the ecclesiasti-

cal priorities.           

              

Paul, in his letter to Ephesians writes: “For we are the His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, unto good works” (Eph 

2: 10 NKJ) – To do good works is something that is part of the 

Christian walk.  Especially those connected to Social Action, 

which in the Portuguese dictionary (Aurélio) is defined as: 

“Service, of a diverse nature, to those who do not have suffi-

cient recourses”.       

                        

Orphanages, Centres of Help, Hospitals, Addiction Recovery 

Homes, among others, have been largely ignored by the Bride 

of Christ.  Sadly, there is a constant lack of volunteers for such 

works.   Many churches don’t even have a Social Department.  

Social work is arduous and needs as motivation, “love for oth-

ers”.  But if we take the Holy Bible as our measure of faith and 

practice, perhaps we need to take another look at our perception 

of this subject.  When believers in the churches discover that 

their direct involvement in these areas, is the key that is missing 

for the success of the mission, so much more will be accom-

plished.        

               

A lawyer once asked Jesus, “Master, which is the great com-

mandment in the law?”  After Jesus spoke of the first great 

commandment to “love the Lord your God with all your 

heart....’ he grouped together all the other commandments into 

one ‘second’ commandment of like value: “You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself”, (Matt 22:36-39 NKJ).  In so doing he 

showed us His scale of values; showed us the importance of 

love for others.  Social Action is no more than an attitude of 

love for others.  Solomon said in Proverbs: Do not withhold 

good from those who deserve it, if it’s in your power to help 

them. If you can help your neighbour now don’t say, “Come 

back tomorrow and then I’ll help you”.   (Prov 3:27.28 NLB)  

James writes, “If you fulfill the royal law, according to the 

Scriptures: (which is—Editors note) “You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself”, you do well....” (James 2: 8 NKJ).    

            

Jesus, in his earthly ministry, was very clear when he used 

these words: “When the Son of Man shall come in His glory 

and all the Holy Angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the 

throne of His glory; ... Then shall the King say to those on His 

right hand: “Come thou blessed of my Father, inherit the king-

dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  for I 

was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty and you gave 

me to drink; I was a stranger and you took me in; I was naked 

and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you 

came to see me”. (Mt 25: 31-36)  Jesus also said: “Let your 

light so shine before men that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven”. (Mt 5: 16).  

                        

The biggest challenge to the Charities and Non Profit Orgs. in 

need of volunteers is to wake the church up to this reality.    

Social Action, or helping others, was born in the heart of God.  

In the same way it should be born in our hearts and in the heart 

of the church too.  As James said:, “Faith without works is 

dead”.  May God  awaken His Church to this reality.  May we 

be able to declare with the prophet Habbakuk 3:2 (NKJ),                                  

“Oh Lord, revive your work!”   

 

Recently God has been dealing with Vivian in a special way in relation to caring for the needy.  Below are a few of the 

thoughts that she has had on the subject... 
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We had some disturbing 

news at our last visit to 
Calvirio Boy’s Home and 

the Community Creche.  

At the start of the year the 
local Council had met with 

Leila, the headmistress and 

told how they were keen to 

have a Community Creche 
in the area, because of the 

amount of little children 

left on their own. They 
asked the school to make 

places for 180 children and 

promised to pay teachers 
and also to provide school 

lunches. However six 

weeks after the school was 

up and running, when Leila went to the Council to set up the payments for the teachers, she was told that they would no 
longer cover 180 children and the school must immediately close down two of its classes and dismiss the teachers.  After 

the initial shock, the school and church got together in prayer and decided to maintain both the teachers and the children.  

With schools underway for the year, it would be an impossibility for the children to find new places and the teachers new 
jobs.  Once again they have been let down by the Council, but they are putting their trust in the God who never fails.  Seen 

above are the two classes and their teachers, Renata and Monique.  Will you join with LAM and with Calvirio in prayer 

for provision for these two teachers and their classes for the rest of the year?  Perhaps you know of someone that would be 

willing to sponsor one of the little children?   If so, please contact our UK office.  Thank you and God richly bless you all 
for your continued support and help for the little ones and the dedicated staff in all of our different projects.  You are such 

a source of blessing in their lives!  Love from the Quinlans 

Last month was Easter and each 
of the schools and crèches had a 

special event to celebrate the 

death and resurrection of our 

Lord and Saviour.  Dr Janete and 
her children from Santa Cruz, 

Bolivia put on a presentation for 

their families and you can view 
the video clip on our site.  ‘Salt 

of the Earth’ Project also had a 

theatre piece, with lunch and 
chocolate treats for all of the 

children and the families that 

came along.    
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Clauber from the Amazon, reports 
that this year the rainfall has been 

much heavier than usual and river 

waters have risen extremely high and 

many areas have been hit  by flood-
ing; especially the upper region of the 

River Solomões, where they live and 

have the Ticuna Indian School.  The 
Ribeirinhos” (Riverside dwellers) 

have been especially affected.  The 

electricity has been cut off from many 

of the communities and fresh drinking 
water is in short supply.  The danger 

of attacks from snakes and other wild 

animals has also increased as animals 

try to escape from the flooding and 
many such attacks have already been 

registered.  The rains are expected to 

last well into May and it is predicted 
to be the biggest water rise in the 

Amazon for decades. Please remem-

ber them in your prayers at this time. 


