
 

 

JANUARY - APRIL 2012 NEWSLETTER 

 
Dear “SMARTkidS” Aunties & Uncles, and LAM supporters and prayer partners, 

 
Holidays are over, schools are back on track, names of the most needy children are almost all in and good news of 

changes and developments too.  

• We start with Calvirio in Rio de Janeiro first.  Last week we received photos from the re-activated school / 

crèche, as well as news of the boys in the Street Boy’s Home.  It was a joy to see 
pictures of so many little ones once more, as the school has been closed for two 

years, due to unfulfilled promises by local council for funds that never material-

ized.  Last month Pastor Junior, Leila, and the team took a step of faith and opened 
the doors again and they now have 155 children attending daily.  All of these little 

ones are from very poor homes with parents who need to work and have no-one to 

look after them.  The children receive lunch there and a snack in the morning or 
afternoon.  Leila has had so many desperate mothers asking her when the crèche 

would restart, as they needed somewhere to leave their children.  The number of 

boys in the Home has also increased and this is going to be a very busy year.  I 

have copied their theme, or slogan, from their latest letter to us, “Over the years 
Calvirio has been helping to write the story of children and adolescents who come 

to us without hope and affection of any kind.  Here they receive the most important ingredient of all: the love 

of God, poured out in our hearts.”  Having worked alongside them for the 
last 14 years, we can testify to the truth of those words and the dramatic 

change that God has wrought in so many of the boys that have been there 

over the years.  Many come back, tearfully thanking the staff for the help and 

love they were given and it is a joy to be part of this dedicated work.  

• Salt of the Earth Project near us in Retiro have also started well this year with 
many new children from the area and a new dentist has volunteered her time 

to look after the children’s teeth.  She will be starting in earnest this month 

and is very enthusiastic about the project, calling her friends to help with ma-

terials and time in any way they can.  On the personal side, things are very 
difficult for Pastor Adilson and Roberta at the moment. His father, who is 

very ill with cancer, has recently been sent home from the hospital, full of tubes and unable to see or talk.  As 

well as his distress at seeing his father in this state, the strain has fallen mainly on Adilson to care for him, and 

it is taking its toll. Please pray for him especially at this time. 

• Compassion, in Belo Horizonte, (the project of our son David and his wife Bebel) has made a big leap forward 
this year.  The little building in the middle of the Favela, which they use as their base, has had some very 

needy renovations, thanks to LAM supporters and it is now a much nicer setting for the staff and children to 

work in.  Later on in the year we will be making a project to renovate the kitchen, the only area which hasn’t 
yet been done.  It is so tiny that it will be difficult to do much there, unfortunately, but we will do the best we 

can.  The real answer would be a new purpose-built building in the lower terrain outside, (the equivalent of 4 

stories down) with a kitchen and large room ground level and classrooms above; 
but that will come in its time, God is good!  This year they have opened classes in 

the morning, as well as the afternoon and more professionals have volunteered 

their time.  At the last count they had 50 children attending, all recommended 

from the local schools in the Favela as most in need of help.  There is a separate 
football club for children also and their son Donny is one of the tutors.  They have 

over 50 children involved in this too.  Their desire is to start a Music School for 

children and much prayer is being put into it.  A bigger room would be needed for 
this to happen too.  Praise God, they are very animated and very much involved in 

the children’s lives.  Drugs are rampant in the favelas and many of these children 
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who come along have older brothers in prison in connection with this.  One young 
boy, Marlon, who had started to come along two years ago, but then dropped out 

because of his brother, is now in prison for drugs himself and Bebel and another 

one of the staff have been to visit him.  Please pray for these children.  It is not 

easy when there is so much around them to lead them in other paths.  Such things 
are the ‘norm’, not different here and peer pressure and gang pressure are hard to 

resist.  Only a real knowledge of the love of Jesus can make a difference in their 

lives and the only way this is seen is through the lives of His servants who are 

willing to dedicate their time freely to them.     

• Good things are happening among the Ticuna Indians too.  Just recently we received photos and a report from 
Moises a young Indian from the Matsé tribe who is evangelising his people.  Part of the Matsé tribe lives in the 

valley of the Javari River, which runs along the northern border of Brazil and Peru and is a tributary of the 

mighty Amazon River.  This is a little known area and there are still unreached, or barely reached tribes here. 
Three years ago, Clauber, along with a team of doctors, visited the area and 

stopped at several of the villages along the way.  He met and made friends with 

Cacique (Chief) Antonio from Flores community, who later visited him in his 
house and stayed for a few days.  Clauber and Deonora spoke to him about the 

Lord and Chief Antonio decided to send his grandson down-river to the Ticuna 

Indian base to learn more about God.  His words to Clauber as he left were, 

“You teach God my grandson, my grandson teach God my people”.  Clauber 
arranged for Moises to study for three years at the Timothy Bible Seminary in 

Benjamim Constant and took care of him over that time.  Moises has had a very 

real experience of salvation and his one desire is to take the gospel back to his 
people in the Javari Valley.  He has made three short trips so far, Aug and Dec of 

last year, returning from his latest one in February.  It takes 54 gallons of petrol and several days on the river for 

each trip and LAM helped financially with this on his last one.  He spent a month in his grandfather’s village of 

Flores.  There, 26 children and 6 young people came openly to his meetings but many adults and leaders listened 
covertly from outside the hut.   Cacique Antonio invited the  leaders and elders of the tribe to a special meeting 

to hear Moises preach, but after listening they told him they didn’t believe in any-

thing.  One of the elders even said that he was sure the “old witch” of the tribe was 
more powerful than Jesus.  However they did ask Moises to build a church in the 

village.  Moises also visited the ‘Breadfruit’ village.  The chief from there asked 

him to come because someone had recently died of Hepatitis  He told of how sad 
he was to see many empty young people and children, with nothing to do.  His 

words were, “There on the River Curuçá, my people are enslaved by satan.  Their 

eyes are closed; they believe in witch doctors and spirits of the jungle.  Many of 

the men are leaving their wives, others are killing their wives.  Some have two, 
three, even five wives.  Men, women and children are drinking ‘cachaca’. (The 

local firewater and  100% alcohol).  A very famous witch lives in one of the near-

by communities and they told me I couldn’t go there, as I wasn’t prepared.  I told 
them that I was already prepared, for I wouldn’t be there with them on the Javari-Curuçá Rivers, if I didn’t have 

the protection of Jesus Christ and I know God is with me”.  Even though few people would publically listen to 

him, one young man of 20 years, Arnaldo by name, gave his life to Jesus!  He is the first person from the com-
munity of Flores (Flowers) to be converted and Moises brought him back down-river to the base where he will 

learn more from the Word of God. 

• Finally to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, where we were able to take on 5 more children  

this year, making a total of 15 in the School Help program there.  Recently Dr. 
Janeth sent us photos of the excitement of the children as the new materials were 

arriving.  They have had to move to another building, as the last one was too 

small and Janeth and her daughters are excited with the new prospects.  Most of 
these children are also part of Dr. Janeth’s health and feeding program which has 

been going on for several years.  All are from very poor families and many have 

to beg on the streets to help their parents make ends meet.   

We value your prayers for each one of these little ones and those that so capably and 
so lovingly work among them.  Unfortunately this year we have had to cut down in 

some areas, as our numbers of supporters have decreased.  We realize, of course, how difficult times are and praise 

God for each one who has been able to continue supporting the work, and for those who maybe can no longer give 
financially, but give of their time in prayer.  We give Him all the Glory for each new step taken.   

On a personal note, Noel and I celebrated our Golden Wedding this Saturday.  What a blessed day we had!  Thank 

you for those who knew and sent greetings, we appreciated each one. God bless you all.  Love from the Quinlans. 
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